Message from the Editor-in-Chief  by Najm, Hani K.
P.O. Box 2925 Riyadh – 11461KSA
Tel: +966 1 2520088 ext 40151
Fax: +966 1 2520718
Email: sha@sha.org.sa
URL: www.sha.org.sa
ED
IT
O
R
IA
LMessage from the Editor-in-ChiefWe bring you the second issue of 2012 shortlyafter the highly successful 23rd scientific
session of the Saudi Heart Association (SHA23),
held under the patronage of Prince Sultan bin
Mohamed bin Saud al Kabir. There were more
than 350 talks and six parallel sessions preceded
by four pre-conference courses.
Again this year, we were pleased to bring you
joint sessions with the European Society of Cardi-
ology and the American College of Cardiology. In
addition to the joint sessions with ESC and ACC
we also invited five other international associa-
tions: the Canadian Cardiovascular Association,
the Gulf Heart Association, the Egyptian Society
of Cardiology, the Pan Arab Congenital Heart Dis-
ease Association, and the Health Foundation of
Turkey.
We were also pleased to announce the launch of
the JSHA iPad App at SHA23. Please visit the
iTunes store to download the app free of charge
for instant and up-to-date journal access (search
for ‘‘Saudi Heart Journal’’). While you are there,
please do not forget to rate the app!
An editorial board meeting was held during the
congress with local and international editorial
board members who were able to attend. We re-
solved, among other things, to establish a team
of section editors for better screening and broader
distribution of the editorial work, and to begin
pre-screening manuscripts for the quality of tech-
nical writing. We consider this to be an educa-
tional initiative for less experienced researchers
who would benefit from guidance on their techni-
cal writing skills.
Further, we are establishing an international
advisory board and beginning a policy of editorial
board terms. All editors will be expected to be ac-
tive in support of the journal and if inactive during1016–7315  2011 King Saud University.
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board selection.
We have also begun formal language editing of
all papers accepted for publication. Please note,
however, that we will continue to reject any paper
where the quality of the English language is par-
ticularly bad.
If you are interested in participating in our edi-
torial board activities and volunteering your time
to contribute to the journal, we would love to hear
from you. Please contact the journal administra-
tion team or the publisher for further information.
In March, SHA will again be holding a joint ses-
sion at the American College of Cardiology Con-
gress in Chicago and will also be very active at
the World Congress of Cardiology meeting in
April in Dubai. We look forward to seeing you at
our booth at both events.
In May we will also have the 3rd Joint Confer-
ence between the American College of Cardiology
and the Saudi Heart Association. This will be held
in Jeddah.
Finally, in this issue of JSHA we are putting hea-
vy emphasis on publication ethics. Following this
editorial is a detailed overview of ethical (and
unethical) publishing and writing practices. The
editorial team pledges to investigate any sus-
pected cases of unethical publishing and follow
the guidelines of the Council on Publication Ethics
(COPE) in all such cases.Hani K. Najm
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